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To The People of Kansas. 


Having been appointed by the President 
of the United States to the office of Sec- 
retary and, daring the Gove~nor’s atgence, 
Acting Governor of this Territory it 1s prop- 
er that I should make youa brief address. 
sufficient to indicate what my future course 
of acuon will be. The troubles and dif- 
ficulues with which the people of the Ter- 
ritory have been involved makes this the 
more necessary, for ıt would be unreason- 
able to expect any one occupying this po- 
sition to escape miusrepresentation and 
abuse. The passions of many have been 
so thoroughly aroused, and long standing 
difficulues have so embittered the feelings 
of ons portion of the community against 
another, that it has been represented as 
almost tmposs:tle to find any one willing 
to listen to tne voice of reason This I 
am not prepared to believe. That there 
are some violent men who have assumed 
to speak by authority for the people at 
large and counsel Such mesures as mist 
necessarily, if tollowed, lead to bloodshed, 
anarchy and confusion, I have no dou, 
but it will require more than baie asser- 
tion to satisfy me that there is not yet 
enough of the conservative element re- 
maining to uphold and enfoice the laws, 
by which alone the lives and property of 
our citizens can be piotected, and the hon- 
or of the countiy preserved 

It isthe earnest desire of the President 
that a fair opportunity should be afforded 
all the people of the Territory at the ap- 
proaching elections, to give a full and 
free expression of their opinions, and as 
an evidence of this I give the following 
quotations from his instractions to me, 
through the Secretary of State, dated De- 
cember Lith, 1857 


t The Convention which met at Lecompton 
on the lot of September, had tramed a Consti- 
tntion, and bad authorised its Piesident to sub- 
mit the qiestioi tothe people on the 21st of 
December, whether this Constitution should 
be adopted with or without slavery The im- 
portance of this .ssne could not well be‘over- 
e.timated. Ic involved the complete and au- 
thoiitative settlement of the only subject of 
diffzience which had seriously agitated Kan- 
sas or inteifered with its prosperity. The 
qualified electors, theiefore, to whom the 
setckement was referred, not only had an un- 
questionable right to attend at the polls and 
give their votes, on the day appointed, but they 
were required to do so by the higest consider- 
at ons ot public duty Inthe exeicise of this 
right, mo.eover, they weie entitled to ade- 
quate protection by the Tetritortal Governu- 
ment, aud the Acting Governor was bound to 
employ all the legal means at hi» command to 
five security ana fairness to the election ” 

‘The conflicting optutons which prevail in 
the Teirito.y,?? hesays, shad thei appropii- 
ate 18:ue at the ballot-box, and t> that peace- 
ful arbitiament they might sately be ieterred 
The gieat objects to be accomplished, in the 
opinion of the Piesident, were .o preserve the 
peace of-the Territory and secure the treedoi 
of the election ” i E 

“Irom these views you will readily undei- 
stand what the Piesidene regards vs the chick 
duty which devolvcs upon youas Mi STAN- 
10N’s successo.* This duty 1s to preserve the 
peace 11 Kausas. Every person entitied to 
vote under the Constitution ougn. to have safe 
aceess to the polls, and to be fice iio any 1e- 
straint whatever inthe exer.ise ul the ejec- 
tive franchise. -Ifthe civil power ais found in- 
sufficient tor this purpose, the tirovys of the 
United States should be employed in etd of i, 
and il may be a wise percaution to have them 
stationed in advance wiibin reach of those 
places where, invour Jusgment, thet services 
aie likely tu be required ” . z 
* * suey (the tnstructiors heretofore 
given) refer prominently to the preservation of 

eaceé at certain important elections. but [need 

ardly inform you that your duty 1s not intend- 
‘ed to be confined .o these special occasions 
It extends, of course, to the protection of all 
citizens in the exercise of their just rights, 
and applies as well to one legal election as to 
another’ The Terit.orial Legislature, doubt- 
less, convened on the 7th instaat, and while it 
remains im session, its members are entitied to 
, be secure and free in their deliberations. Its 
rightful action mustalso be respected. Should 
1tauthotize an election by the people, for 
any pu pose, this election should be held with- 
out interruption, no less than those authorized 
by the Convention Whulethe peace of the ter- 
ritory 13 preserved aud the treedom of elec- 
tions is secure, there need be no fear ot disas- 
terous consequences ‘The public journals 
contain reports of an intended movement by a 
portion of the iesidents of Kansas, to organize 
a revolutionary Goveinment. dlt is bardly 
probable that this 1epoit can be well founded. 
Sut shold the attempt be made and lead to 
ractical collision with the territorial author- 
tres, the authority ef the Government must 
necessarily be maintained, and from whatever 
quarter ıt ıs attempted to inutertere, by vio- 
lence, withthe elections authorized by the 
Constitutional Convention, or which may be 
authorized by the Legislature, the attempt 
must be resisted and the secuiity of the elec- 
tion maintained. The peaceable progress of 
these elections can obviously occasion no m- 
Jary to any citizen, or any party, because 
their results can have onlvtheir due werght 
under the Constitution and laws ” , > 
. ‘It is sitaly important that the peo- 


> * 


ple of Kansas, and no other than the people Ý 


Kansas.should have the fnll determination of 
the question now before them for decision.” 

* œ Itis proper to add that no action of 
the Territoriall Legislatuie can interfere with 
the elections of the 2lst of December and the 
lst Monday of January, in the mode and man- 
ner prescribed by the Constitutional Conven- 
tion ” 

By these instructions it will be seen 
that my duty ıs plainly marked out, and 
as my ovn views on these subjects entire- 
ly accord with those of the President, L 
shall find no difficulty in obeying them, 
and f trust that all good ciuzeas will asaist 
me in preserving the peace of the Terri- 
tory and at the same time settle the qu 2s- 
tions which now perplex them. It 1s far 
moie easy to do this through the ballot- 
box than by the sword, aid in that way 
it can also be done much more speedily 
It is much to be regretted thit ore portion 
of the people have resolved not to vote oa 
the Constitutioa as subnitted to day, for 
had there been a general attendance at 
the pulls, the question of slavery would 
have been fully and definitely settled — 
The American people can never dete.- 
mine a political question by abseating 
themselves from the polls. Their absence 
is regarded as tndiffzrence, and the mı- 
jority of votes acturily given determings 
the result, and not the majouity that mig at 
have been given = > 

Itis asserted by sone that persons fion 
othe: Staves have iater’ered in the elections 
and that frauds have been perpetrated by 
which they hive been over- powered, and 
deprived of thew ngnts Taese charges 
miy be true, but if so the evils they com- 
plain of will not be remedied by absenting 
themselves fran the polls  Amelican 
citizens can never preseive ther rights by 
abandons the elective franchise, aod 
punishment too severe cannot be inflicted 
on the man who by violence, trickery, or 
fraud would deprive them of it. There 13 
no question counected with our govern- 
ment which ought not aad waich cannot 
be amicably settled by it. 1t is true that 
a question may be presented in a manner 
objectionable to some but that is not a 
good reason for refusing to vote; for if the 
majority ‘villa it, the difficulty can soon be 
remedied by presenting the question 1n the 
manner required ; 

This has been one of the reasons as- 
signed why a portion of the people will 
not vote to-day—that the question has not 
been fairly presented. Another 1% that 
they anticipate fiauds. I have seen Gea. 
Calhoun, the President of the Convention, 
towhomthe returns are to be made, anu 
besides assuring me that he has done and 
wilt continue to do ail he can to have the 
elections fairly and propeily conducted, 
has invited myself aud the presiding 
ofhers ef the two Houses of the Territorial 
Legislature to be present at the counting 
of the vote, Ifa majority of the people are 
dissatisfied with the results of these elec- 
tions, they cao soon change them in a 
peaceable manner by a 1esort to the ballot 
box 

A very stringent law was passed at the 
late session of the Legislature providing 
for the infliction of severe penalties on 
persons engaged in election fiauds. This 
act meets with my most heaity approval, 
and if itis not yet sufficiently stringent, I 
will gladly assist ın making it more so — 
It is not possble tothiow too many guards 
around this great bulwark, which is the 
veiy foundation of our free institutions. 

I cannot close this address without warn- 
ing the people against allowing themselves 
to be drawn into quatrels originating in 
conflicting claims to lands. This is a 
frunful source of diffisulty in all new. 
counties, and +n the present condition of 
affairs in this Territory, designing men 
will seek to turn everything of the sort to 
political account Many troubles and the 
loss of many valuable lives may be traced 
to this cause, and people should be cautious 
about taking sides on political grounds in 
such matters as are of a purely personat 
character. 

In the discharge of my duties I will take 
such steps as will in my judgment best 
contribute to carrying out the views above 
expressed; for the majesty of the laws 
must and shall be maintained. In these 
matters I shall expect the co-operation ot 
all goed citizens, and should my expecta- 
tions be realized, I have no fears but that 
peace will be preserved. 

© J. W. DENVER, 
Secretary and Acting Governor. 
December 21, 1857. 
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